First of all many thanks to everyone who was involved in arranging the pre-solo course - as an events organiser I know how much behind-the-scenes work is involved in setting up any event like this. And a special thanks to all the instructors, who managed to remain calm despite some very "imaginative" flying techniques by us students! Roger starred with his "I seem to be ballooning a bit on this round-out, so I'll shove the stick vigorously forward despite the fact I'm only 10 feet up in the air" and I was close behind with my "I'm 100 feet up and I seem to be overshooting my chosen landing spot a bit, so I'll push the stick forward more - oh dear we seem to be doing about 90 knots!" I'm sure Richard had his moments as well.
The club facilities were good - a shame that the cafe/canteen wasn't in operation that week, but that obviousy couldn't be helped. Good atmosphere in the club room and bar. Morning briefings were very good - Don and Gavin are obviously very experienced pilots and gave us very good information and tips on many subjects - winch towing, cable breaks, ridge soaring, stalling, co-ordinated turns, and the idiosyncrasies of Nympsfield airfield for example. It was also very nice meeting various other club members who turned up at various times.
The gliders themselves were great - a good selection of Grob, ASK21 and K13, and all in very good condition. It's always nice to be able to fly different gliders and appreciate their different flying characteristics. Sometimes the launch area was quite busy with a mixture of course students and club members all lining up for a winch, but there were never any hassles or delays, and safety was always foremost in the instructor's minds during briefings, ground handling and flying, which is a good thing!
We all had some great flights as despite the variable weather, thermal and ridge soaring was possible on most of the days. I think all of us got up to around 3,000 feet AGL at some point or other, and the views over the countrysisde were fantastic with all the stone villages and lush green fields and hills. It was also a little sobering seeing all the evidence of recent flooding everywhere.
Nympsfield is definitely the most challenging airfield I've flown at, but very interesting for that reason. As Don said, if you can learn to take-off, fly and land at Nympsfield, any other airfield will be fairly easy! Cross winds and turbulence made circuits and landing tricky, and you really had to focus on your approach speed, rate of descent, alignment, and round-out.
None of us had much winch experience before this course and I think we all found the g-forces a bit gut-wrenching as the glider climbed steeply up the cable. We were wondering which was worse, the intense winch up or the turbulent landings! After a few days though we had aclimatised and began to get the hang of it.
I left at the end of the fourth day - I was glided out and very sunburnt, plus had to get back to Bristol early. I hope Richard and Roger had a good Friday's flying - it looked about the best day of the week.
Overall a very enjoyable experience - I look forward to booking some "mini" courses in the near future to continue my progress and go solo as soon as I can!
Best regards
William

