Field Landing Checks in Motor Falke
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This exercise is a pre-requisite for anyone who is new to cross-country flying and an incredibly valuable one for those who simply need a confidence boost when it comes to selecting fields. 

From a personal standpoint, my most recent solo cross-country was 4 years ago when I did my 50km Silver Distance, so I required this check flight in order to re-familiarise myself with the field selection and landing procedures. I also found that this exercise helped me to gain back my cross-country confidence after having been absent from gliding for a while. Proving to myself that I could make a safe approach and landing into a suitable field enabled me to set off on a cross-country without worrying too much about landing out. This meant I could focus more on the task at hand. 

The flight is usually anything between 1-2 hours depending on P2’s learning requirements. The check flight takes the following format:

1) P1 has control and climbs to ~1500ft

2) P1 cuts engine rpm to simulate glider performance

3) P2 takes control

4) P2 starts field selection process

5) P2 executes circuit and approach into airfield

6) P1 takes control ideally just before round out into field or at an earlier stage in the circuit/approach if P1 feels the situation is unsafe

7) P1 climbs back up to  ~1500ft and the exercise is carried out again until P1 feels that P2 has gained sufficient experience.

This lesson format works well as the student (P2) is allowed to make mistakes and get themselves into situations where they cannot carry out a safe field landing. This experiential learning technique teaches the student to recognise early on if they have selected an unsuitable field or if they are under-shooting or over-shooting the field and correct for it before it is too late and options run out.  

