Towards the cross country endorsement

"Six S's and a W" is the easily remembered mnemonic for field selection when landing out; was the message from Don for the first part of the course. Each S was discussed and illustrated and as for the W .... . Anyone planning a cross country flight needs to remember that falling short is a possibility, and fly over or within reach of an area where all of the S's show a suitable landing place. This section took up a good half of the first day, the emphasis is preserve the pilot, preserve the aeroplane and don't upset the landowner.

 Following on from what we are not planning to do we started planning a for cross country flight, much had already been covered in the Bronze work but we discussed the chart (don't say map!) compass, magnetic variation, deviation, dip - and later Dave pointed out the compass card which shows the compass errors due to the installation in a real aeroplane.

 We planned a 100k triangle Nympsfield-Croft farm-Little Rissington-Nympsfield measuring leg length and true bearing and calculated magnetic bearing and also allowed for the wind.

 Classwork over I flew in the DG with Don while Jeremy twiddled his thumbs on the ground. Aerotow to 3000 ft and set off for Croft farm, at Gloucester Don asked if I could see the turning point, I couldn't even see Tewkesbury in the poor visibility, turn back to Nym. On the way back we looked at fields for suitability for landing, one with what I thought was a track turned out to be cables! At Nympsfield we found lift and so set off for Little Rissington, lucky that I had written the reciprocal bearing on the chart. Turned back at Aston Down and landed back home. Too late for Jeremy to fly so he helped to put the Aircraft away.

 Day two Don had a cunning plan, we discussed actually landing in a field, normal style circuit with a preferred steep (3/4 brake) approach rather than a flat one. Off we went to practice that. The field was a diagonal from the direction of the south hangar to the east end of the trailers with a big hedge along the winch track and towards the clubhouse. Jeremy took the first flight in the K13 with covered altimeter, he disappeared into cloud at 900ft, then completed the strange circuit and landing. The low cloud kept normal flyers on the ground while the got used to our strange antics. I followed in the K13 then we each took turns in the Astir. After two each we stopped much to Lionel's relief as the day had improved he no longer had to watch out over the south hangar.

 Jeremy had missed out flying the DG so Don negotiated with Dave for him to do the navigational exercise in the Scout and off they went to Little Rissington and back. After the debriefing there was time for me to do the same exercise, Dave pointed out that it is difficult to relate the little yellow dots on the chart with actual villages.

 It was a very valuable course put together by Don with much imagination and we must also thank Dave for being flown on a wiggly path with in my case the wings far from level.

 The final act in the course was for Don to sign off the Navigational requirement on our cross country endorsement forms.

 As a footnote before I forgot what all these S's were I successfully took the field selection and landing parts with James  in the Falke.

    Mike Keating

On 22 May Jeremy Mitcheson also successfully took the field selection and landing test with James in the Falke
