Monday 13th to 17th August 2007 – Pre-Solo Week

I had decided to do this course in order to “iron out” some of the problems I was  having with the winch launches.  Also, because of my work commitments over the past 12 months I had been unable to fly as often as I would have liked.  This course seemed a great opportunity to sort out both.

Booked on the course with myself were Philip Anthony and Christopher Cobb.  Unfortunately, Christopher could not attend for the start of the course as he had been “laid low” with food poisoning, but did manage to attend before the course ended.

Myself and Philip met the instructors over a cup of tea early on Monday in the Club Room and after the introductions etc we quickly opened the hangar doors and took the gliders to the launch point and DI’d them in preparation for the start.

Philip was paired with Dave and I was with Don.  Very quickly Don sorted out my winch launch problems.  This was quite a revelation, as I had struggled for some time to master them.

During subsequent flights, with the help of Don, I began to master not only the take-offs, but also circuit planning and approach control.  I was impressed with Don’s training aid for approach control – a piece of carpet!  This worked very well!!

Tuesday and Wednesday were “rained off”, but this gave us time in the classroom to cover many interesting subjects.  These included meteorology, altimeters, compass use, thermalling and many more subjects, together with the chance to sample Don’s “Green Tea” and classical music!
By the end of the week I could feel the difference in both my flying ability and confidence. 

It has been said by many before, but I will say it anyway, there is no substitute for regular flying and a course with first class instruction and continuity definitely does this.  I would strongly recommend anyone who is pre-solo to book themselves on one of these courses as soon as possible.

George Iles
