Bristol University Gliding Club Course Week 2008

Preamble
The attendance this year, for the Bristol University Course week included: Oli Llewellyn, Alex Ward, Jeremy Bodian, Stefano Longo, Amy Hardeley and Mike Rogers. The two course instructors were Gavin Wrigley and Dave Hallsworth, with Gavin looking after the cross-country people. 

Monday 23rd June
The forecast was for a very good day to start off the week, with many Nympsfield members declaring some very large tasks. The hanger was unpacked early and all the toys were prepared. We all then assembled in the briefing room to discuss what stage everyone was at and what they wanted to achieve from the week. It was decided for the first day that Alex would do Enstone out and return with Gavin in the DG505 to gain competition rules experience ready for the Junior Nationals. Mike was to also do Enstone out and return in his K6E, along with Oli in the Uni Astir for his Silver distance attempt. Jeremy was to carry out some checks with Dave after a long lay off, Stefano was to work towards his Bronze with Dave and Amy was to carry on from her trial lesson with Dave.

Amy did some flying with Dave whilst a quick rig de-rig practice was executed on the Uni Astir. Gavin and Alex set off about 1 O’clock and managed it at about 80 KPH. Oli had some checks with Dave, but as he was a bit rusty didn’t go on his Silver distance attempt. Jeremy passed all his checks getting him back up to speed. Mike took a launch at about 2:30 and set off on task about 3pm, having ensured he gained his long awaited Silver height officially in order to complete his Silver. He completed 110km of the 125km, landing just short of Aston Down in a good field, having been passed on route by Gavin and Oli whom had done Enstone out and return for the second run of the day. Alex did a quick out and return to Little Rissington, taking a climb off the end of Aston Down runway to get him home; about 10 minutes before Mike who was in the same situation, trying to get back, only not succeeding! Stefano and Amy both made good progress. Once flying had ceased for the day, Jeremy went to fetch the K8 from a field by Enstone and Alex and Stefano went to collect Mike from his field. Mike watched the trailer go the wrong way whilst in the pub! This was the second time they had gone the wrong way, having initially gone through the centre of Stroud past Subway! (Ask Alex and Stefano!)
All retrieved, we arrived back and ordered Pizza and enjoyed several beers in the bar followed by a session of Alex and Stefano trying to assemble their tent (house?) in the dark!

Tuesday 24th June

We all awoke, got the toys out and rigged them in anticipation of another reasonable day. However the wind had increased and had quite a large southerly component. Alex and Mike were to fly Frome out and return, paired flying in the Uni Astir and the K6. Stefano was to do a cross country with Gavin and Jeremy was going to do some local soaring in the LS4 and possibly a cross country with Gavin later. Amy continued with Dave and Oli went in the back of the big Nimbus with John. Amy got some winch launches in with Dave and the Nimbus got away before our plans were spoilt by the wind preventing any further winch launches. This pretty much saw the end of flying for the day, as we are all poor students who can’t afford Aerotows!

            So if one can’t fly, then we switch to the next best thing, food! We all headed down to the supermarket to purchase food for a barbeque that evening. We also had a session repairing the Astir tow out gear which had been inadvertently run over by the bus! In the evening we enjoyed a barbeque and Pimms under the cover of a parasol due to a slight rain shower! Who checked the forecast?!

Wednesday 25th June

We awoke to strong WSW winds and rain and so had a lazy morning repairing HXM’s tow out gear, cooking a full English breakfast with Stefano’s special mushrooms. We then had lectures about flying in strong winds and McCready theory, before getting the big Grob and the K21 out.

Amy, Oli and Jeremy flew with Dave in the big Grob and Stefano, Alex and Mike flew with Gavin in the K21. They were more or less up down and around with very turbulent approaches. Amy handled challenging conditions really well and started to fly the approach and landing and despite the bumps came down with a huge grin. Jeremy had a couple of circuits solo in the big Grob, which he enjoyed.

        Dinner that evening was prepared by our resident Italian, Stefano; using his Mamma’s secret recipes! He amazed us with Brochette starters, Spaghetti Bolognese and Apple Pie alongside copious amounts of wine. Gavin, Dave and a few others joined us for dinner, including the entertainment; Steve Isles, with 2 goats and a Porsche?!!

Thursday 26th June

The rain had passed through over night but there were still strong WSW winds, which had just too much southerly component for the ridge to work. So patchy local soaring was the order of the day. Catherine Jones, another BUGC member also came up for the Thursday and Friday. Following our morning briefing, it was decided that we would try and push in to wind as far as the cooling towers, downwind to Aston Down and back to Nympsfield. This does not sound very far, however with such a strong wind this was a difficult feat. Alex was in the Astir, Jeremy in the LS4, Mike with Gavin in the DG505 and Stefano with Steve Isles in the K21. Catherine and Amy were to fly with Dave. We had a brief lecture about cross-country soaring in strong winds before getting under way.

        Mike went to Aston Down and back with Gavin, learning a lot about cross-country in strong winds. Stefano had a good flight with Steve and came back laughing his head off that there was someone as crazy as him! Behind one door there is a goat?! Jeremy and Alex decided to just soar locally, which was a good plan as conditions were pretty frisky and a gusty field landing was therefore not favourable. Oli continued to learn to drive the winch. Amy continued to work with Dave doing some more approaches in the bumpy conditions. If she can do an approach in those conditions she will find it easy in calm conditions! Stefano had a go in HXM after Alex brought it back doing two low final turns, and henceforth Stefano will be known as Danger Mouse.

        Alex was the chef for tonight cooking a really good but incredibly hot curry. Once again Dave and Gavin joined us for dinner and lots of beer was consumed.

Friday 27th June

The weather today was again poor, with low cloud and still fairly brisk winds. Amy had a couple of circuits with Gavin and Catherine had a couple with Dave, both going into cloud at the top of the launch. We packed up early and had some various lectures from Gavin on cross-country techniques. Alex, Oli and Mike then de-rigged HXM and put it in the back of the tug hanger ready for its CofA, removing the tow hooks which needed to be returned to TOST for overhaul. Stefano took his Bronze papers and passed them. Jeremy, who is the new office girl, got under way with learning the ropes! Amy wrote up her logbook and had some more lectures from Dave.

        Everyone then packed up their tents and collected all their possessions that were scattered all around the clubhouse and headed home, with the exception of Jeremy, Mike and Amy. Jeremy has now become a true gliding bum with all his life’s possessions in the boot of his car. Mike and Amy stayed the night before towing the K6 back the following morning, concluding a hugely successful and enjoyable week.

Summary and Thanks

With the exception of Monday, the Gods had not been overly kind to us and did not bless us with perfect cross-country weather; however it was at least flyable everyday. Gavin and Dave helped us to make the best of the weather and get the most we possibly could from the week. We had a really fun week, both when we were flying and when we were not and we all look forward to doing it all again next year. Our sincere thanks go to Dave and Gavin for their excellent instruction and organisation, allowing us to have such an enjoyable week.

