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Flying Rules

1. Fly at all times within the bounds of good airmanship.

2. All BGA rules (in the latest issue of "Laws and Rules") must be obeyed at all times.

3. Pilots without a Bronze "C" must obtain a briefing from a full or assistant rated instructor before flying each day. 
4. All pilots without a Silver C must obtain a briefing (on the day) from a full rated instructor before going cross-country.
5. If there is any significant wind blowing, or any doubt at all as to the flying conditions, before flying all pilots must talk to an instructor who has already flown that day.  This applies to pilots of powered aircraft and motor gliders as well as gliders.

6. The commencement of flying each day must be approved by a full or assistant rated instructor except as specifically authorised by the CFI. 

7. Check flights: -
Newly soloed pilots normally need a check flight each day until informed "off checks" by an instructor.

All pilots require a check flight if they have not flown a glider for: -
3 Weeks, if they have flown less than 5 hours P1 in gliders.

6 Weeks, if they have flown less than 25 hours P1 in gliders.

3 Months, regardless of experience.

These periods are maxima and assume currency, not just occasional flights.  All pilots must ensure that these periods are not exceeded.

An instructor may request a check flight at any time.

Every 12 months all solo pilots must have their log books signed to show check flights covering simulated launch failures and the recognition of stall and spinning symptoms and recovery.  Cross wind winch launch techniques must be discussed and should preferably be demonstrated.
It is very strongly recommended that at least once a year all pilots practice slow flying, stalling and spinning in all gliders that they normally fly.

8. Visiting pilots may need check flight(s) depending upon their experience and the weather.  Further flight(s) may be required if conditions change.

9. Type conversions:-

Club aircraft, see separate sheet.

Private aircraft, ask the CFI or deputy.

10. Solo ridge running (including lead and follow) the minimum experience necessary is: - Silver C and to be in very current cross country and field landing practice.  CFI or Deputy permission is required.  It is strongly recommended that Motor Glider training be given in field landing from ridge top height. 

11. Do not raise the undercarriage while on tow.  This could result in a tug upset. 

12. All persons who fly from Nympsfield, or who fly in Club aircraft from other sites, must sign a Club indemnity form and have some class of BGGC membership. 

13. The maximum winch launch height is 2000 feet and “kiting” is not permitted.  This is to prevent the fluid flywheel overheating and disconnecting the drum from the engine. 
Recommended practices

1. While in the circuit all pilots should have their radios on 129.975.  Those expecting to fly an unconventional circuit, or who suspect they may not have been seen, should briefly give their position and intentions, provided that are still able to fly the aircraft safely.  Instructors are to take every reasonable opportunity to teach pilots how to make these calls without compromising safety.

2. Minimum soaring height for local ridges: - West (Northern end) 700 feet North 500 feet.

3. All pilots must familiarise themselves with all characteristics and configurations of their gliders promptly after conversion and certainly before attempting cross-country flights.  This must include stalling and spinning behaviour.

4. A pilot going cross-country must have a crew arranged and inform them where they are going.  Any pilot who lands “out” must report back to the club as well as their crew as soon as possible. 
5. At the end of the flying day the Duty Instructor will make sure that everyone is accounted for.  Therefore please make sure that you are “logged down” after you land as this prevents un-necessary worry.

6. Instructors must fly all Club gliders at least once a year.

7. Parachutes should be worn whenever possible.

8. Cars must be kept to the edge of the field when flying is in progress.  The speed limit for all vehicles on all grass parts of the airfield is 20 MPH.

9. Immediately after landing, gliders must be moved to as close as possible to the side of the field.  Do not “taxi” to the sides of the field.

10. All clear above and behind?  Also check ahead.  If your view is obstructed then consider using a safely positioned forward signaller.

11. Practice GPS and flight computer programming on the ground and complete all programming before flight.

12. When parked outside the North Hangar area all Tugs must be chocked. Gliders tail dollies must always be removed.  Glider main wheels must be chocked if there is any possibility of the glider moving.  The best way of preventing gliders and Tugs being blown around it to put them in the hangar.
13. A person must be available to prevent gliders from over-running the towing vehicle when they are being towed with a rope. 
14. Do not fly wearing Baseball caps, caps with large peaks or any hats that limit vision upwards or sideways. 
15. See all BGA recommended practices in the latest edition of “Laws & rules”. 
Pilot qualifications to fly club aircraft

The minimum requirements to fly P1 in Club aircraft are detailed below.  All type conversions shall be approved by an instructor for gliders and the Tugmaster for tugs.  Suitable check flights will normally be required.  Conversions may only be carried out if the pilot is in good current practice.  

Ka8b & Grob 102 III (EKF)
Any solo pilot


Pilots need training on the ASK 13 before flying a Ka 8b and on the 

Grob Acro II (big Grob) before flying the Grob 102 III (baby Grob).  
Bristol University Astir CS
(HXM)    In practice on EKF & approximately 5 hours solo.  


Bristol University students may fly this glider with less solo experience.

LS 4
Bronze "C" plus cross-country endorsement and 30 hours solo.  Or 

Silver C.  Permission is required from the CFI or Deputy.

All prospective pilots must be familiar with the pilots' notes.

Some previous experience other solo glass type.

ASK 13/ASK 21/Grob Acro II
Any pilot with an instructor's permission.  These two -seaters are not normally flown solo, except for the first few solo flights before conversion to the Ka8b or Grob 102.

DG 505
Any pilot with CFI's permission, a Silver C and a minimum of 150 hours P1 on gliders. 

Tugs
A PPL, Silver “C” and the Tugmaster's permission. 

The minimum before training as a Tug pilot is a tail dragger rating, 50 hours power of which at least 25 must be on SEL aircraft and must meet the renewal requirements.

The minimum renewal requirements are 10 hours P1 gliding and 10 hours tugging per year.  

Exceptions to the above requirements may only be granted by the CFI.
Glider booking and usage rules
1. All glider bookings are done through the Club Office and recorded in the office diary.  It is highly desirable that this information is also on the Club Web site.

2. Booking a glider assures priority but not exclusive use.

3. Club Gliders can be booked mid-week only by those authorised to fly them XC and one day at a time.  Anyone wanting a glider for more than one day, for example for a competition or expedition, needs Committee permission.

4. The only glider that can be booked in advance at weekends is the DG 505.  Each Club member can only book one day at a time and only for cross country flying.  Again Committee permission is needed for weekend booking for more than one day.

5. Apart from the above, all Gliders are available on a first come first served basis except that priority is given for XC flying on the DG 505 and the LS 4.  

6. Anyone who has booked a glider must have it at the launch-point by 10 am or it reverts to normal Club use.

7. Apart from XC flying and badge attempts it is normal to limit all flights to one hour, but members present on a day may make other arrangements among themselves. 
8. Anyone who lands out is responsible for rigging the glider so that it is ready for use the next day.

9. The Bristol University Students have priority use of their Astir, HXM during Bristol University Term time, but to claim this priority they must have it at the launch-point by 10 am, otherwise it reverts to the normal Club first come first served basis.  The Students also have the use of HXM for the inter-University week and two other weeks (9 days Saturday to the following Sunday) a year with prior notification to BGGC Committee.

Winch Launching in southerlies

1 If there is any southerly component in the wind use the small cable chutes. 

2 The maximum southerly cross wind component for winching is 5 knots when launching from the West end and 10 knots when launching from the East end.  This is the wind speed measured at wind turbine height of 200 feet.  See the chart below.
3 This does not absolve the winch driver, duty instructor and all pilots from using their brains. Clearly we must launch such that if the cable broke at the winch at the worst moment then there must not be any significant possibility of the cable or parachute falling on anything other than the airfield grass.  For example in a 14 knot SW wind don’t launch if someone is towing a glider back over the old Quarry area where the field is at its narrowest. If the winch driver is not happy to launch he must not do so and must not be coerced into doing do by overenthusiastic pilots or instructors. Although pilots should all allow for drift we have found by bitter experience that we can’t rely on them doing so correctly. 

4 The winch driver must never purposely “cut” the launch because the pilot has not allowed for the cross wind correctly. It is safer to continue the launch, wind the cable in normally and then seriously consider whether to do another launch that day. 

5 If a winch parachute lands where it can’t be seen by the winch driver he must go and find it and move it to near the centre of the field before winding it in. 

6 We must continue to correctly “lay off” for crosswinds. 
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Final glides and racing finishes

1. Many people like to practice racing finishes, please ensure that you conduct yours with the best possible airmanship.

2. To ensure that the field is clear, call the launch point on 129.975 MHz when three to five minutes out.  If a satisfactory reply is not received then assume that the airfield and circuit are busy and finish well clear of the field and circuit pattern.   A radio call saying that the field is clear does not absolve you of responsibility to look out (it is not an ATC clearance!)

3. Low finishes take a lot of practice to get right.  A very thorough briefing is essential before conducting a finish below 500 feet.

4. Never fly low over anything except grass.  For example, do not fly over people, gliders, trees or buildings.  It hurts if you get it wrong and hit any of them.  Never fly within 30 feet of the ground or any object, except when landing (BGA/CAA agreement 2008).
5. Never aim a glider at anyone or anything.  Gliders have a habit of hitting things that they are aimed at.

6. Never carry out a racing finish whilst a launch is in progress or an aircraft or glider is landing.  Even if you think that you are well clear, you may frighten the other pilot.

7. Do not carry out racing finishes in wooden (or metal) gliders without the specific permission of the CFI for each occasion.  This permission will not normally be given.  The margins of safety are very low.

8. 110 knots is normally the minimum safe speed for “going around” from a low level finish at Nympsfield.  This clearly depends upon the glider type and wind conditions.  If you are below this speed as you approach the field slow down to approach speed and land ahead.  Even a poorly braked glider can stop in 1300 meters of Nympsfield from over 400 feet at the boundary with full brakes applied.
9. As per the BGA agreement with the CAA in early 2007 all approaches to gliding sites, including "finishes" must follow a descending flight path.  Descending to near ground level some distance from the airfield at high speed and flying in at low level may make you liable to prosecution.
Requirements for flying cross-country pre (& immediately post) silver

Those who have done less than five solo cross country flights need every bit of help they can get.  As a minimum before flying cross country (out of gliding range of the site) you are required to have the following:-

 

1 A Bronze C and cross country endorsement, this is the BGA minimum requirement.

2 A demonstrated ability to land the glider that you are flying cross country accurately every time you fly it.

3 You must be in current practice and have had recent field landing training or practice.

4 A briefing from a Full Cat instructor on the day, who, among other things, will decide whether you comply with 2 & 3 above.

5 A crew who know where you are going and have a suitable car (and its keys) and a serviceable trailer.

6 Read “Advice when out-landing” on the BGGC Web site

7 Current map, hat, drinking water, common sense, farmer's outlanding ticket, money, phone, brain etc.

All those intending to fly cross-country are strongly recommended to talk to an instructor or experienced cross-country pilot before setting off.
Insurance excess payments

The committee have decided that, at their discretion, up to the first £500 of whichever is lower, the repair bill or the insurance excess, will be payable by the pilot in charge in the event of accidental damage to a club glider or it’s associated equipment when flying, ground handling or towing on the road.

As described above, up to £500 will be payable after damage to the following:

· Any club owned single-seat glider and equipment.

· Any club owned two-seat glider and equipment being operated solo.

· Any club owned two-seat glider and equipment being operated by two people for mutual flying.

Exemptions from payment will be:

· A club two-seater being used for training with an instructor in charge.

· A K13 being used for first solos under the close supervision of an instructor.

· Towing a club two-seater on the road after the land-out of an instructional flight with an instructor in charge of the flight.

· Towing a club two-seat glider on the road to, and during, a formally agreed expedition.

· All K8 flying.

· Tugs whilst engaged in towing a glider or towing conversions.

· Approved mentor flying in the DG505.


To clarify some other possible scenarios:
· At night, club gliders will always be stored in a hangar or de-rigged and stored in their trailer. Damage caused to a club glider by failing to comply with this rule will mean payment, by the pilot in charge, of either the full insurance excess in the event of an insurance claim, or the cost of repair if the repair cost is less than the excess. 

· Club members hiring a tug for non tugging purposes, will in the event of an accident or damage, pay either the full insurance excess in the event of an insurance claim or the cost of repair if the repair cost is less than the excess.

By Order of the Committee 22/2/03
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